
  

Community Knowledge-Making:
The Mold Lady and Solidarity Science

I. What is “Strong Objectivity”? (5 minutes)

II. Mold, Health, and Justice: An Overview (5 minutes)

III. The Making of the Mold Lady: Spoken Word (10 
minutes)

IV. Discussion: Finding Experts in Your Community



  

Strong Objectivity 

● Everyone has expertise based on their experience 

● People with different social experiences have different forms of expertise 
(“situated knowledge”)

● People with less power in society are often assumed to be without relevant 
knowledge

● But scientific knowledge is more robust when it includes more people with 
more diverse experiences and perspectives (“strong objectivity”)

A concept advanced by feminist 
philosopher of science Sandra Harding



  

Selections from Sophie Wang’s comic, 
“Science Under the Scope” (published on 
http://freerads.org)
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When people come together to share their different 
forms of expertise in a collective effort to achieve 
justice, we call that 

SOLIDARITY SCIENCE



  

Mold, Health, and Justice



  

Mold, Health, and Justice

A complex problem requires many types of 
experts

● Lab scientists
● Housing law experts
● Community organizers
● Doctors
● People living with mold (maybe especially mothers)



  

The Making of the Mold Lady: 
Spoken Word



  

The Making of the Mold Lady

Known as the “Mold Lady,” Tatiana is a community 
expert. Her expertise comes from her experience:

● living with mold in her Springfield apartment
● caring for her son with a mold allergy
● fighting her landlord to address the mold issue
● working with lawyers and judges in housing court
● educating community members, and
● working with multiple activist organizations

 



  

DISCUSSION: 
Finding Experts in Your Community

● What are the issues facing your community?

● What kinds of expertise are needed to develop robust and 
socially just solutions? 

● Who has this expertise? (Can you think of the equivalent 
of the “Mold Lady” in your community?)

● How could you bring this expertise into your classroom—or 
bring your students out into the community to find such 
experts?

● How do you fit lived experience and other kinds of 
knowledge together in the curriculum? 
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